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Not only was Paul a minister of the gospel, verse 23, but he was also a minister to the church, verse 25. We, too, are responsible to give the gospel whenever we have an opportunity, and we are also to minister to believers as well by encouraging them by expressing B.D. whenever we have an opportunity. God entrusts the gospel and doctrinal principles with all believers. He rewards those who faithfully learn, practice and impart His phenomenal truth to those who are hungry for it. 

You may think that you are not qualified to minister to people in need. But if Paul, the chief of sinners, could do it, you can do it. But first you must be prepared by growing in grace and KNOWLEDGE!  God has never asked us to become great. He only asks that we be faithful with the ministry he has given us. We need not be famous, simply faithful.
COLOSSIANS #62  (3-4-14)  

Colossians 1:25   Of this church I was made a minister according to the stewardship from God  [Church Age dispensation]  bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching of the word of God,

Stewardship, OIKONOMIA n. asf; household, oversight, administration of other’s property. This word has also been translated “dispensation”. 
Ephesians 3:1-2    For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles. 
2) if  [1st class condition]  indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God  [Church Age]  which was given to me for you…
Another meaning of this word is a state of being arranged, arrangement, order, or plan. 

Bestowed, DIDOMI part. ap; to give something out; to give, bestow, or grant. The passive voice is important because it emphasizes the point that no one can work for or earn a spiritual gift.

God bestows the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher to certain men as a benefit to the local assembly of believers. Those who refuse to submit to the teaching of a pastor hurt themselves by missing out on the benefits they could have in time and in eternity. Usually the problem these people have is a lack of humility.
Colossians 1:25   Of this church, I was made a minister according to the stewardship [dispensation]  from God  [Church Age]  bestowed on me for your benefit, so that I might fully carry out the preaching  [fill up the deficiency]  of the word of God,

Fully carry out,  PLEROO inf. aa; to fill up a void, to bring to completion that which was already begun, or to complete or finish. This is a constative aorist which views the entire course of a Christian’s life in one panoramic view. 

COLOSSIANS #63  (3-6-14)
The active voice of PLEROO refers to the action of the pastor-teacher who fulfills his mission by studying and teaching. This word points out the deficiency of doctrine in believers’ lives and the requirements that must be met before they can fulfill their mission on earth:
1. Believers must fully possess / internalize doctrine in order that they might communicate it to others. We can’t understand or pass on a doctrine that we can’t verbalize in our own words.
2. Believers must fully reflect Christ in their lives in order to influence others, not only by their knowledge of doctrine, but also by their application of it.

3. Believers must be weaned off of milk and filled with the meat of the word in order for God to use them to the fullest extent.

Everyone is born with a deficiency of Bible doctrine. That deficiency must first be filled up with the gospel for one to be eternally saved. But even then, a huge deficiency still exists that requires a 
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Paul understood the importance of fully discharging his responsibility of declaring the truth of God’s Word to a lost and fallen world. The question is, do you?
Ephesians 4:11-13   And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and-teachers,  12) for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.
Maturity means reaching the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, and consists of consistently applying biblical wisdom to the circumstances of life.

COLOSSIANS #64  (3-13-14)
Colossians 1:26a  . . . that is, the mystery which has been hidden  [APOKRUPTO, part. rp] from the past ages and generations, but has now been manifested to His saints,

Mystery, MUSTERION n. asn; the un-manifested or private counsel of God, God’s secret or the secret thoughts, plans, and dispensations of God.

By “mystery”, he did not mean something that cannot be understood but something that was once concealed that has now been revealed. 

Nor was it a secret teaching known only to an exclusive group and unknown by the masses. There were certain groups back in past ages as there are now who believed that certain people possess spiritual insights and wisdom unavailable to everyone else. 

The wisdom and treasures of the Word of God are available to anyone who believes the gospel and is hungry for the truth.  

The point is, the Church was unknown in the Old Testament because God kept it hidden. But in this verse, Paul declared that this mystery had now been revealed and his job was to disclose it to believers.

Past ages,  AION (n. gpm; the Aeon as a person, references people who lived at a certain period of time.  William Arndt, Frederick W. Danker, and Walter Bauer, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000), 33. 
Generations, GENEA n. gpf; an indefinite period of time, but in close relationship to human existence and in some contexts, a period of time about the length of a generation.
Louw and  Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament: Based on Semantic Domains (New York: United Bible Societies, 1996), 647.

There are several opinions about the length of a generation.

“A generation is defined as a length of time it takes for a father to be succeeded by his child. It is popularly considered to be 33 years. 

A Bible generation is sometimes regarded as 70 years (Ps. 90:10). Others believe it to be 40 years, saying that all the adults of the generation which left Egypt died during the 40-year wilderness wanderings. 

Perhaps the strongest identification is found in Job 42:16 which says that “Job lived a hundred and forty years … even four generations. Dividing 140 by 4, the result is 35. A Bible generation could very well be 35 years. ”  

Encyclopedia of 7700 Illustrations: Signs of the Times (Garland, TX: Bible Communications, Inc., 1996).

Colossians 1:26 makes a strong argument for dispensationalism. It demonstrates that the current time period is different in ways that people in previous time periods new nothing about. 
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Those in previous dispensations had no idea that a time would come when believers would be so different that the Scriptures would call them “new creatures in Christ”. 

2 Corinthians 5:17   Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

COLOSSIANS #65  (3-18-14)
The mystery was not just that Gentiles would become Christians but that they would be placed at the same status as Jews into one body. They would all be “in Christ” and make up the Royal Family of God. There are several illustrations showing definite distinctions between Israel and the Church.

Rom. 11:16-23    Read
Romans 11:24-25    For if you were cut off from what is by nature a wild olive tree, and were grafted contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how much more will these who are the natural branches be grafted into their own olive tree?  25) For I do not want you, brethren, to be uninformed   [AGNOEO, part. pa]   of this mystery. so that you will not be wise in your own estimation, that a partial hardening has happened   [GINOMAI, v. rai]  to Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has come in. . .
COLOSSIANS #66  (3-20-14)
Colossians 1:26b  . . . that is, the mystery which has been hidden from the past ages and generations, but has now  [in the Church Age]  been manifested  [v. api]  to His saints,
The N.T. is clear about the new and unique dispensation of the Church Age. 
Romans 16:25-26    Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery which has been kept secret for long ages past,  26) but now   [in the Church Age]   is manifested, and by the Scriptures of the prophets  [literally, prophetic Scriptures],  according to the commandment of the eternal God, has been made known to all the nations,  [and because of that]  leading to obedience of faith;
1 Peter 1:10-12    As to this salvation, the  [Old Testament]  prophets who prophesied of the grace that would come to you made careful searches and inquiries,  11) seeking to know what person or time the Spirit of Christ within them was indicating as He predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories to follow.  12) It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven-- things into which angels long to look.
Walter Kaiser outlines five truths that the prophets were certain that they were predicting: 
“(1)  The Messiah would come 

(2)  The Messiah would suffer 

(3)  The Messiah would be glorified in kingly splendor 

(4)  The suffering had to come first, and then the glorious period followed 

(5)  This message had been revealed to the prophets, not only for their own day, but also for a future generation such as the church of Peter’s audience, verse 12. 

“What then were the prophets all stirred up about in their searching and inquiring? It was the question of time.… Therefore, 1 Peter 1:10-12 does not teach that these men were curious, yet often ignorant as to exact impact or meaning of what they wrote and predicted. Theirs was not a search for the meaning of what they wrote; it was an inquiry into the temporal aspects of the subject, which went beyond what they wrote.”  
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“They would have gradually grown in understanding of the Messiah they were looking for. But Peter tells us that they especially came to understand that their predictions would be better understood by, and therefore would be more useful to, those who lived in Messiah’s day than to themselves.” 

David Murray, “Bright Shadows (2): Preaching Christ from the Old Testament,” ed. Joel R. Beeke, Puritan Reformed Journal 1, no. 2 (2009): 6-9.

Ephesians 3:1-10    For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gentiles--  2 ) if indeed you have heard of the stewardship  [dispensation]  of God's grace which was given to me for you;  3) that by revelation  [APOCALYPSE; enlightenment from God to man]  there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief.  
4) By referring to this, when you read  [ANAGINOSKO; to learn something and then teach it to others]  you can understand   [NOEO; to understand through concentration and study]   my insight   [SUNESIS,  storage of technical knowledge] into the mystery of  [belonging to] Christ,  5) which in other generations was not made  [by]  the Spirit;  6) to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow heirs and fellow members of the body, and fellow partakers of the promise [of blessings] in Christ Jesus through the gospel,  7) of which  [gospel]  I was made a minister, according to the gift of God's grace which was given to me according to the working of His power. 8) To me, the very least of all saints, this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the unfathomable riches of Christ,  9) and to bring to light what is the administration [dispensation]  of the mystery  [the Church Age]  which for ages has been hidden in God [Jesus Christ]  who created all things; 10) so that the manifold wisdom of God might now [Church Age]  be made known  [GNORIZO, v. aps; revealed]  through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the heavenly places  [angels, 1 Pet. 1:12-13].
Angels are constantly paying attention, observing mankind and learning from us, I Tim. 5:21, Luke 15:7 & 10, I Cor. 6:3, 11:10, 

1 Timothy 5:21   I charge you before God and the Lord Jesus Christ and the elect angels that you observe these things without prejudice, doing nothing with partiality.

Luke 15:7  "I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.

COLOSSIANS #67  (3-25-14)
Eph. 3:10.  All Angels are very interested in the Super Grace that is available to Church Age believers but only elect angels love watching the mature believers who pursue and appropriate grace moment by moment.
You would think that we would be better believers than the Old Testament believers because we have so much more revelation than they had. 
Also, we have advantages and prerogatives that Old Testament believers never dreamed of. You would think that we would be so thankful and yet most believers don’t even know about the tremendous unique spiritual assets that we have. 

Most believers have no idea about the mystery doctrines of the Church Age because they know nothing about dispensations.

Colossians 1:27  . . . to  [Church Age believers]  whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you...
The reason that we have the phenomenal spiritual assets and the mystery doctrines available to us is because it was God’s desire to have it so.
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Unfortunately, most believers don’t know about “the hope of glory” that was hidden in ages past and will never experience it because they couldn’t care less about. Temporary, worldly pursuits are more important to them.
Matt. 16:16-18, Acts 1:5, 1 Cor. 12:13 
“The mystery was not that Gentiles would be saved but how they could be “fellow-heirs” (Eph. 3:6,), on the same level with Jews, with no middle wall of partition between them (Eph. 2:12–14). In the Old Testament Gentiles who believed and became a part of Judaism were still considered lower than Jews. This special union in which there “is neither Jew nor Greek” (i.e., Gentile, Gal. 3:28) was nonexistent before Christ died and the Spirit descended to baptize all believers into this new body.” 

Norman L. Geisler, “Colossians,” in The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures, ed. J. F. Walvoord and R. B. Zuck, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 675.

Colossians 1:27  . . . to [Church Age believers]  whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you the hope of glory.
The riches of the glory is contained in the mystery and it reveals that Christ is in you and is the hope of glory. The fact that this mystery was available to Gentiles was a new revelation indeed.

COLOSSIANS #68  (3-27-14)

Galatians 3:25-29    But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.  26) For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  27) For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28) There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free man, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  29) And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's [spiritual] descendants, heirs according to promise.  

CHRIST IN YOU can occur in two ways. 

We say that we are indwelt by the H.S. even though the Bible never uses that term, but it does communicate the principle. Scriptures tell us that the H.S. dwells in believers of the Church Age: Rom. 8:9 &11, 1 Cor. 3:16, 2 Tim. 1:14, James 4:5.

INDWELL: in·dwell  [in-dwel]  verb (used with object), in·dwelt, in·dwell·ing.  

1. To inhabit. 

2. To possess a person, or possess as a moral principle or motivating force: compassion that indwells the heart.  Verb used without an object, in·dwelt, in·dwell·ing.  

3. To dwell “in”; usually followed by “in”.
4. To abide within as a guiding force or motivating principle, etc. usually followed by “in”: a divine spirit indwelling nature and the universe. Dictionary.com
What about Jesus Christ, does He indwell us? There are no verses that say Jesus dwells us, but there are verses that use terms such as: 
“I (Christ) in you (believer)”, “Christ is in you”, and “He who is you”.
There is both a positional and experiential context to Christ being in us:

1. CHRIST IN US POSITIONALLY:
John 14:20   In that day  [Pentecost, unique to Church Age believers]  you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you.
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Romans 8:10-11    If1st  [Since]  Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin  [OSN],  yet the spirit [human spirit]  is alive because of  [imputed] righteousness.  11) But if1st [And since]  the Spirit  [HS]  of [from] Him  [GTF] who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead  [deaths]  will also give life to your mortal bodies [all depends on God in a second].through His Spirit who dwells in you 
1 John 4:4   You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world.

2.  CHRIST IN US EXPERIENTIALLY:
There is a difference between being “in Christ” and “abiding in Christ”. There is also a difference between Christ being “in us” and Christ “abiding in us”. 

We are never commanded to be “in Christ” because we are permanently in Him from the point of believing the gospel. However, we are commanded to “abide in Christ” which is not automatic, it is only a potential. In the same way, Christ abiding in us is not automatic, but only a potential.
John 15:4-5   Abide  [v. aam]  in Me, and I  [will abide]  in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides  [v.pas] in the vine, so neither can you  [bear fruit]  unless you abide  [v.pas]  in Me.  5) "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides  [part. pa]  in Me and I  [abide]  in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.

2 Corinthians 13:5-6    Test  [v.pam]  yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves [v.pam]!  Or do you not recognize this about yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you-- unless indeed you fail the test?  6) But I trust that you will realize that we ourselves do not fail the test.

Galatians 2:20   "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me.
Ephesians 3:13-17   Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf… 14) For this reason I bow my knees …16) that He would grant you … to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man, 17) so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love [is a potential, conditioned on you being F/HS & growing in BD]. 
John 6:56  He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood  [partakes of the Lord’s Supper], abides in Me and I [abide] in him.
Jesus Christ, like the Holy Spirit, is always in us even when we are carnal. But, neither one abides in us, fellowships, or dines with us when we are carnal. 
COLOSSIANS #69  (4-1-14)

ILLUSTRATION:  

My Father is in me because my physical body came from him. I am of his blood, in his family of Smith, I’m his son and there is nothing that can ever change that. In that sense, he is permanently in me. People have told me that I am the “spitting image” of my father because I look so much like him. You could say that he is in me positionally through birth.

And then, through his careful training and effort to spend a lot of time with me from baby steps to how to throw a football, he taught me to be respectful, honest, trustworthy, humble, kind, hard-working and how to handle many different kinds of problems. Whenever his good characteristics and thinking are his own are found in me, we have a great rapport and relationship. You could say that He is abiding in me and I in him, experientially. But those wonderful ethics and traits are not automatic from birth nor are they always operational in me.  
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But even when they are lacking in me, He is still in me positionally. He will always be my dad even when there is no abiding going on between us because of disagreement or conflict experientially. He can’t abide me and/or I can’t abide him sometimes. But whenever we are abiding in one another, I am reflecting him in my thinking and behavior, not just physically or family-wise.  

So when they are lacking in me, he is still in me positionally and I in him, but he is not abiding in me experientially nor I in him 

because if he were, I would be reflecting him through my behavior. 

Christ in you the hope of glory, DOXA n. gsf; the condition of being bright or shining; brightness, splendor, or radiance. 
What does “glory” in this context mean? 
Does it refer to heaven or to something else? 
It is true that we can have confidence that we will be in glory (heaven) someday because we are in Christ and He is in us. But the context of this verse and the verses that follow demonstrate that glory does not refer to making it to heaven but rather to our status once we get there. It is referring to vast riches, rewards and decorations.
Colossians 1:27  .  .  . to  [Church Age believers]  whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you the hope of glory.
The fact that Gentiles can be saved and be part of the kingdom of God is no mystery. Gentiles were saved in the O.T. and continue to be saved in the N.T.  The mystery revealed is that Gentiles are now on the same level as Jews in the C.A. as far as having the same potential or shot at glory (rewards). The Jews didn’t like this new idea at all because they considered themselves superior to Gentiles and Samaritans. That’s why Paul’s life was in danger
The next two verses emphasize Paul’s purpose which is to present every man complete in Christ with no deficiencies in their souls from maximum metabolization of BD. Of course he continued to spread the gospel, but these verses emphasize potential, experiential sanctification. They do not refer to justification that takes place at the moment of salvation that God does and that is permanent, 2 Cor.5:17.

COLOSSIANS #70  (4-3-14)

Colossians 1:28a    We proclaim Him (KJV, “we preach”), admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ
Who is the “We”? Those who have a communication gift such as apostles, pastor-teachers, evangelists, etc.

Proclaim, KATAGGELLO  v. pai; to make known in public, with implication of broad dissemination; to proclaim or announce. 

The NASV translates it nearly every time as “proclaim”, “proclaimed”, or “proclaiming”. 

The NKJV translates it most of the time as “preach”, “preached”, or “preaching”.
Christianity is person-oriented which focuses on the Lord Jesus Christ:

Acts 8:5   Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them.

Acts 8:35   Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.
Acts 9:20  ... and  [Paul] immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."
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1 Corinthians 1:23-24   ... but we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness,  24) but to those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.

1 Corinthians 2:2    For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.
2 Corinthians 4:5   For we do not preach ourselves  [the gospel is not about the ones communicating it]  but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus' sake.
Admonishing every man,  NOUTHETEO ( part. pa;  to counsel about avoidance or cessation of an improper course of conduct; to admonish, warn, instruct.

Admonishing is a compound word coming from NOUS, the mind + THIMI, to place  =  to place in the mind or to keep in mind. It is a warning; sometimes people need a kick in the pants, figuratively speaking. The goal is to change one’s attitude and actions. 

Ad·mon·ish  [ad-mon-ish] (dictionary.com)  Verb used with object. 
1. To caution, advise, or counsel against something. 

2. To reprove or scold, especially in a mild and good-willed manner:  “The teacher admonished him about excessive noise.” 
It is an unpleasant task for those in authority to reprove, admonish, or reprimand those under their authority, but it must be done. Those who refuse to do it are unworthy of their position, and everyone suffers because of their weakness. 

Sooner or later, the one in authority must assert his authority or he will lose it. Asserting authority will not necessarily make people like you, but it will make them respect you. The one who chooses to be popular rather than respected is a weak fool.

The admonishment should be Firm, Fair, and Final. There is no reason to scream, shout, or lose control. The one in authority should be calm, objective, and in control of his emotions.

Every man means every person. There can be no partiality when one admonishes subordinates. It must always be fair and impartial. 

